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Swan Lake Newsletter





Swan Lake Homeowners, Inc.


261 Swan Lake Drive


Jackson MS 39212 





Spring, 2009





Greetings, Neighbors!





The focus of the spring issue of our neighborhood newsletter is:


Our Swan Lake properties, the dam, lake, and pavilion lot;


Neighborhood activities;


Fire safety with our local fire station.


Please let us hear your opinions, concerns, and suggestions.  601-372-2736; vcora@comcast.net. 








Swan Lake — Our most precious asset





The Swan Lake Properties were developed in the late 1960s, including the dam, spillway, and lake; these assets have been privately owned since 1972 by the Swan Lake Homeowners, Inc. (SLHO).  The dam is classified as ‘low-hazard’ by the MS Dept. of Environmental Quality.  The concrete graduated spillway and levee are subject to erosion by high water flows and damage by muskrats, beavers, and vegetation.  Extensive repairs were needed in 1973, 1978, 1995, and 2000; it was inspected in November, 2005. 


 


The ~30-acre mud bottom lake has a depth of ~11 feet at the center dam.  A fishing license is not required to fish, but current membership in the SLHA is required for homeowners or guests to use the lake for fishing, boating, or swimming.  Originally stocked by the Fisheries Division of MS Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, & Parks, the fish population includes bass, bream, crappie (white perch), and a few catfish.  Grass carp were added to control alligator weed and algae.  Boats are not to exceed trolling speed (i.e., no wake).  Fishing with trout lines or float jugs and driving on the dam are prohibited.  
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Swan Lake Summer Clean Up, Rodeo, and Social





Swan Lake will celebrate the arrival of summer on Saturday, 20 June, with three events: a Clean Up, a Fishing Rodeo, and a Social.





9:00 am, Community-wide Clean Up  Residents are asked to help pick up trash around the dam, lake shore, entrances, and pavilion lot.  Get your neighbors to join in this effort both on land and in boats, and bring your collections to the SLHA lot to see how much trash we gather from the neighborhood.  





3:00 pm, SLHO Pavilion, Kids Fishing Rodeo  Elementary school and high school children of homeowners are invited to bring your rods and poles to compete for the most fish and the biggest fish trophies.  





6:00 pm, SLHO Pavilion, Summer Social  Everyone is invited to a pot luck supper with your neighbors.  Bring lawn chairs and insect repellent.  All neighbors asked to contribute to the menu:


100s Swan Lake Drive			Casseroles


200s Swan Lake Drive			Veggies


300s Swan Lake Drive			Desserts


Swan Lake Cove & Rainey Road	Salads





Neighborhood News





New Neighbors:  Welcome, Shamonica King at 140 Swan Lake Drive, and Fenton Jackson and Pamela Walker at 130 Swan Lake Cove.  





Condolences:  We express sympathies to the families of Jim Greer of 338 Swan Lake Drive, and Melanie Martin of 122 Swan Lake Drive.





Thank You!  We thank neighbors who helped with the dam clean up project: Willie Gordon, JB Holloway, and Lias Johnson.  Thanks also to the crew for our spring neighborhood clean up, Jacob McEwen, Florine Keeler, and Cierca Jordon, a senior at Forest Hill High School and her family.





Average Jackson Weather Data (Fo)





Maximum	Minimum	Mean	   Precipitation 


May	  82.1		  61.0		  71.5		4.8”


June	  88.9		  68.1		  78.5		3.8”


July	  91.4		  71.4		  81.4		4.6”


USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8A =  Average Minimal Temp 10o—15o F











According to Richard Lovelace, SLHO Properties Committee, the lake is home to diamond back water snakes (non-venomous, only tip of head above water) and cottonmouth water moccasins (venomous, upper body above water); neither snake is aggressive unless provoked and both help control rodents.  They prefer logs, rocks, or limbs at the water’s edge; be vigilant and use a flashlight at night.  Painted and soft-shell turtles also live in the lake.  





Although swimming in the lake at your own risk is permitted for SLHA members and guests, the water quality is not tested regularly and, with chemical run offs from lots and debris in the lake, it is not recommended.  Persons in boats or in the water are required to wear life jackets.  





The SLHO lot at 261 Swan Lake Drive includes a pavilion, dock, and steep boat ramp.  Homeowners wishing to use the lot for social gatherings must notify the Chairperson of the Properties Committee prior to the event.  They are required to clean up after use, be financially responsible for any resulting damage, keep the noise level down, pay a $10.00 fee for nighttime use, and observe an 11:00 pm curfew.  No alcoholic beverages are permitted on the lot.  





As Swan Lake is an important asset for maintaining our property values and uniting our community, it is in all our interests to help with its continuous upkeep.  We can pick up bottles, cans, or other litter and not allow anyone to dump any materials in the lake, including leaves and grass cuttings, or to pump water from the lake for individual use.  We can monitor the condition of the levee, spillway, and dock and report immediately to Richard Lovelace, 601-373-5020, any leakage or broken piers, bracing, or support beams.  We also can report any unsafe activities that endanger lives or threaten our common properties.  Swan Lake is our lake — we all have an interest it maintaining its value so we can enjoy it for many years.











�


Featuring Our Firemen


Swan Lake is fortunate to have as its closest neighbor, Fire Station 22, 1590 Lake Shore Drive, one of seven stations in Fire District 2.  This station is manned by rotations of three 24-hour shifts, each with a captain, lieutenant, and operator who respond to fires, accidents, lifting assistance, and other emergencies— 911, or, at other times, 601-960-2122. 





The captains for the three shifts are:


	Shift A		Captain Jimmy Wright


	Shift B		Captain Carmon Brocks


	Shift C		Captain Lawrence Mack





When responding to house fires, these fireman report their biggest problem is finding house numbers! We can help by making our house numbers readily visible from the road in both daylight and dark and also by checking our smoke detectors twice yearly at the standard and daylight time changes.  Other useful fire safety tips may be found at the Jackson Fire Department website: 


http://www.jacksonms.gov/government/fire/hurricanebob.





Our neighbors at Fire Station 22 serve us — please help make them feel welcome in our community.





SLHO Officers for 2009


President		Florine Keeler	   601.331.2012


Vice President		Virginia Cora	   601.372.2736


Secretary		Linda Bounds	   601.372.6279


Treasurer		Bill James	   601.372.4381


Board Member		Scotty Booker	   601.373.9487


Board Member		Willie Gordon	   601.940.0725


Board Member		Alfred Smith	   601.372.4280*


Past President		Sandra Jackson   601.502.1522


*change/correction
































