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Our Water*


Water for the Swan Lake community is supplied by the Water and Sewer Division in Jackson’s Department of Public Works.  In the past, our homes received ground water from one of 11 wells, but as the aquifer dropped too low, all but 5 of these wells in southwest Jackson were taken out of service.  Now, most of Jackson receives surface water mixed from two Class A sources, the J.H.Fewell Water Treatment Plant east of I-55 at Woodrow Wilson, and the O.B.Curtis Water Treatment Plant just south of the Ross Barnett Reservoir dam in Ridgeland.  The J.H.Fewell facility, built in 1914 and expanded in 1944 and 1965, is a historic water landmark that draws from the Pearl River.  The O.B.Curtis plant, built in 1996 and doubled in 2006, is an award winning state-of-the-art facility that draws water from the reservoir.  At both facilities water is analyzed for multiple contaminants and treated according to the analysis.  For example, after a long drought followed by a heavy rain, potassium permanganate may be added to control manganese and algae formation.  Jackson water is fluorinated to help prevent tooth decay and other dental problems.  Water quality standards are stipulated by the Environmental Protection Agency under the Safe Drinking Water Act regulations and are enforced by the MS Department of Health Water Supply Division.  Bottle water must meet standards stipulated by the US Food and Drug Administration regulations which are the same as the city water regulations, yet city water costs only $0.003 per gallon.


* interview with D.P. Bach, Senior Civil Engineer





Our Waste Water/Sewage*


Waste water leaves Swan Lake via the Caney Creek line in route to the Savannah Street Waste Water Treatment Plant east of I-55.  The sewage lagoon just below our dam was taken out of service in the 1990s.  Now, the Savannah Street (1974) and Trahon/Big Creek (south of Byram, 1990) Waste Water Treatment Plants, both Class IV facilities managed by Serven Trent Services, purify the wastewater by expelling the gases into the air and treating the water and solid matter according to MS Department of Environmental Quality standards.  The solid matter is recycled onto fields that grow grasses for livestock and the purified water effluent is discharged back into the Pearl River for use by our neighbors down stream.


*interview with T. Wash, Chief Operator
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Our Utility Bills*


Utility bills combine water, sewer, and sanitation services into one bimonthly payment.  Water is billed at a residential rate of $2.20/100 cubic foot (748 gallons) of metered consumption plus a $6.60/month service fee (57% of the charge is for operations and maintenance of the water system; 43% is for debt retirement).  Sewer is billed at $2.03/100 cubic feet based on the water consumption for that home.  Solid waste (trash pickup) for a residence has a flat rate of $20.80/month.  Separate water lines installed for landscape irrigation are charged only for water and not for sewage.


*interview with W. Knotts, Utilities Service Manager





Water Conservation Tips


Water conservation measures are an important first step in protecting our water supply. Such measures not only save the supply of source water, but also save money by reducing your water bill.  Conservation measures you can use inside your home include:


$ Fix leaking faucets, pipes, toilets, etc.


$ Replace old fixtures and install water-saving devices in faucets, toilets, and appliances


$ Wash only full loads of laundry


$ Do not use the toilet for trash disposal


$ Take shorter showers


$ Do not let the water run while shaving or brushing teeth


$ Soak dishes before washing


$ Run the dishwasher only when full


Conservation tips for outdoors include:


$ Water the lawn and garden in the early morning or evening


$ Use mulch around plants and shrubs


$ Repair leaks in faucets and hoses


$ Use water from a bucket to wash your car and save the hose for rinsing


Information on other ways you can help conserve water can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/safewater/publicoutreach" �www.epa.gov/safewater/publicoutreach�.











Neighborhood News





Swan Lake Community


The Christmas Progressive Dinner, held on 3 December in the homes of Scotty and Bridgette Booker and Willie and Vivian Gordon, was yet another delightful example of the Swan Lake community spirit.  Thank you to our gracious hosts and to all the neighbors who prepared dishes.  Thanks also to Buddy Bounds and his crew for the lake Christmas tree and to Linda Bounds and her crew for the entrance and pavilion decorations.  Happy Holidays to all our wonder neighbors!





Responses to the Community Survey (enclosed) have been slow, so we are extending the deadline to the Membership meeting on 28 January.  Please return your survey and become eligible for the $25 gift certificate donated by our good neighbor, the Kroger store, 3520 Terry Road.  Your help with gathering information about our community is appreciated.








SLHO Membership Meeting—Thursday, 6:30pm, 28 January, at 231 Swan Lake Drive.  The agenda includes amendments to our covenants and bylaws, installation of officers, and plans for the new year.  Please call Florine Keeler, 601-331-2012, if you wish to participate in developing these documents, and do plan to attend this important meeting for the betterment of our community.  





Work on revising our Swan Lake covenants is continuing.  An attorney has been contacted and we hope to have another draft by the 28 January meeting.  Also, watch for inauguration of the Swan Lake website—coming soon.





We regret the death of our neighbor, Eiland Harris, 66, of 329 Swan Lake, on 9 December, and offer our condolences to his family.  





Police Precinct 1


With the changes in City Administration, the new Chief of Police, Rebecca Coleman, moved Commander Jeremiah Jones to Precinct 2 and appointed Commander Donald Gator to Precinct 1.





Precinct 1 COPS Meetings are held every 1st Thursday at 6pm, Precinct 1, 810 Cooper Road; 7 Jan, 4 Mar, 4 Mar.  These open meetings for Community-Oriented Policing Strategies encourage citizen input and participation to facilitate resolution of community issues.  You are invited to attend, express your concerns, and become part of  community solutions.





Ward 6 Councilman Tony Yarber, 601-960-1089, no news for this edition.








City of Jackson


Solid Waste Loose Leaf Collections.  The Jackson Dept of Public Works is asking residents to help prevent street flooding by keeping storm drains free of leaves and other obstructions.  Loose leaves will no longer be collected by the city, so residents are asked to bag loose leaves and place on curb for proper pick-up on Saturdays, our 2nd garbage collection day.  Problems with clogged storm drains or inlets may be reported to the Bridges & Drainage Section at 601-960-1870.





Roll-off Dumpster Days: Residents can dispose of large items on the second Saturdays of each month, 8:00 am—3:00 pm (8 Jan., 13 Feb., 13 Mar).  The locations are updated ~1 week before each day; see their website: http://www.jacksonms.gov/government/publicworks/solidwaste. 





Average Jackson Weather Data (Fo)





	Maximum	Minimum	Precipitation 


Dec.	57.9o		37.3o		5.3”


Jan.	55.1o		35.0o		5.7”


Feb.	61.5o		38.2o		4.5”


	First freeze 32o or below            9 November


	First hard freeze 24o or below  10 December


Last hard freeze 24o or below  18 February	


Last freeze 32o or below          22 March





USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8A =  Average Minimal Temp 10o—15o F








Newsletter News


Please let us hear your news, opinions, concerns, and suggestions for the next newsletter: Virginia Cora, 601-372-2736; vcora@comcast.net. 








SLHO Officers for 2010


Please contact any officer about matters 


concerning our community.





President		Florine Keeler	   601.331.2012


Vice President		Virginia Cora	   601.372.2736


Secretary		Ruth Clemmons	   601-376-0012


Treasurer		Doris Denson	   601.373.3559


Board Member		Scotty Booker	   601.373.9487


Board Member		Willie Gordon	   601.940.0725


Board Member		Alfred Smith	   601.372.4280








2010 Meetings of Swan Lake Homeowners





Board            21 January


Membership  28 January – Installations














